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AN ACT 


RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
PASSED JUNE 27, 1845. 


It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 
I. Stare APPROPRIATION AND Supervision. Section I—III. 


Section 1. For the uniform and efficient administration of this Act, 
and the supervision and improvement of such schools as may be support- 
ed in any manner out of appropriations from the General ‘Treasury, the 
Governor shall appoint an officer, to be called the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Schools, who shall hold his office one year, and until his successor 
shall be appointed, with such compensation for his services, and allowance 
for his expenses, as the General Assembly shall determine. 

Sec. Il. For the encouragement and maintenance of public schools in 
the several towns and cities of the State in the manner hereinafter pre- 
scribed, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars is hereby annually appro- 
priated, payable out of the annual avails of the School Fund, and of the 
money deposited with this State by the United States, and other moneys 
not otherwise specially appropriated; and the General Treasurer is au- 
thorized and directed to pay all orders drawn by the Commissioner of 
Public Schools in pursuance of the provisions of this act, or of resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly: Provided, the aggregate amount of 
such orders in any one year shall not exceed the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 

_ Sec. II. The Commissioner of Public Schools is authorized and it 
is made his duty— 

J 1. To apportion annually, in the month of May, the money appro- 
priated to public schools, among the several towns of the State, in pro- 
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portion to the number of children under the age of fifteen years, accord. 
ing to the census taken under the authority of the United States, nex 
preceding the time of making such apportionment. 

“| 2. To draw all orders on the General Treasurer, for the payment of 
such apportionment in favor of the treasurer of such towns as shall com. 
ply with the terms of this act, on or before the Ist of July annually. 

“| 3. To prepare suitable forms and regulations for making all reports, 
and conducting all necessary proceedings under this act, and to transmit 
the same, with such instructions as he shall deem necessary and proper 
for the uniform and thorough administration of the school system, to the 
Town Clerk of each town, for distribution among the officers required to 
execute them. 

{| 4. To adjust and decide, without appeal and without cost to the parties, 
all controversies and disputes arising under this act, which may be sub- 
mitted to him for settlement and decision ; the facts of which cases shall 
be stated in writing, verified by oath or affirmation if required, and ac- 
companied by certified copies of all necessary minutes, contracts, orders 
and other documents. 

“| 5. To visit as often and as far as practicable, every school district in 
the State, for the purpose of inspecting the schools, and diffusing as 
widely as possible by public addresses, and personal communication with 
school officers, teachers and parents, a knowledge of existing defects, and 
desirable improvements in the administration of the system, and the gov- 
ernment ‘and instruction of the schools. 

“| 6. To recommend the best text books, and secure, as far as practica- 
ble a uniformity, in the schools of at least every town, and to assist, when 
called upon, in the establishment of, and the selection of books for school 
libraries. 

“| 7. To establish Teachers’ Institutes, and one thoroughly organized 
Normal School in the State, where teachers, and such as propose to 
teach, may become acquainted with the most approved and successful 
methods of arranging the studies, and conducting the discipline and in- 
struction of public schools. 

8. To appoint such and so many inspectors in each county, as he 
shall, ftom time to time, deem necessary, to examine all persons offering 
themselves as candidates for teaching public schools, and to visit, 
inspect, and report, concerning the public schools, under such instruc- 
tions as said Commissioner may prescribe; Provided, that as far 
as practicable such inspectors shall be experienced teachers, and 
shall serve without any allowance or compensation from the General 
Treasury. 

% Y¥. To grant certificates of qualification to such teachers as have 
been 6 hbo by one or more county inspectors, and shall give satisfac- 
tory evidence of their moral character, attainments, and ability to govern 
and instruct children. 

{ 10. To enter, or cause to be entered, in proper books to be provided 
for the purpose in his office, all decisions, letters, orders on the Treas- 
urer, and other acts as Commissioner of Public Schools; and to submit 
to the General poventiy at the October session, an annual printed report, 
containing, together with an account of his own doings,— 

First,—A statement of the condition of the public schools, and the 
meane of popular education generally in the State ; 
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Second,—Plans and suggestions for their improvement ; 
Third,—Such other matters relating to the duties of his office, as he 
may deem useful and proper to communicate. 


II]. Powers anv Duties or Towns. Section [V—IX. 


Sec. IV. To provide for the education of all the children residing 
within their respective limits, the several towns and cities of the state are 
empowered and it shall be their duty— 

4 1. To lay off their respective territory into primary school districts, 
and to alter or abolish the same when necessary ; Provided, that unless 
with the approbationsof the Commissioner of Public Schools, no new 
district shall be formed with less than forty children, over four and under 
sixteen years of age; and that no existing district, by the formation of a 
new one, shall be reduced below the same number of like persons; And 
that no village or populous district shall be subdivided into two or 
more districts for the purpose of maintaining a school in each un- 
der one teacher, when two or more schools of different grades for the 
younger and older children, can be conveniently established in said 
district; or 

{ 2. To establish and maintain, (without forming, or recognizing when 
formed, districts as above,) a sufficient number of public schools of different 
grades, at convenient locations, under the entire management and regula- 
tion of the school committee hereinafter provided. 

{ 3. To raise by tax at the annual meeting, or at any regular meeting 
called for the purpose, such sums of money for the support of public 
schools, as they shall judge necessary, which tax shall be voted, assessed 
and collected as other town taxes; Provided, that a sum equal to one 
third of the amount received from the General Treasury for the support 
of public schools for the year next preceding, shall be raised, before any 
town shall be entitled to receive its proportion of the annual State appro- 
priation. 

{ 4. To elect by ballot or otherwise, at the annual town meeting, or 
ata meeting of the town previously designated for this purpose, a school 
committee, to consist of three, six, nine or twelve persons resident in such 
town, as the town shall determine at the first meeting held for the choice 
of said committee after the passage of this act. 

Sec. V. The School committees of the several towns, when quali- 
fied by oath or affirmation to the faithful discharge of their duties, are au- 
thorized and it shall be their duty— 

1. To elect a chairman, and in his absence or inability to serve, a 
chairman pro tem., who shall preside in all meetings, and sign all orders 
and official papers of the committee ; and a clerk, who shall keep min- 
utes of their votes and proceedings, in a book provided for that purpose, 
and have the custody of all papers and documents belonging to the com- 
mittee ; and either chairman or clerk when qualified may administer the 
oath or affirmation required of said other members of the school com- 
mittee, and of trustees of school districts. 

‘| 2. To hold at least four stated meetings, viz., on the 2d Monday of 
January, April, July, and October, in each year, and as often as the cir- 
cumstances of the schools require ; and a majority of the whole number 
chosen, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but any 
less number may adjourn to any time and place. 
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| 3. To form, alter, and discontinue school districts, and to settle the 
boundaries between them when undefined or in dispute, subject to the di- 
rection or concurrence of the town, or the Commissioner of Public 
Schools. : 

| 4. To locate all school-houses, and not to abandon or change the site 
of any without good cause. 

5. To examine by the whole board, or a sub-committee appointed 
for that purpose, all candidates as teachers in the public schools of the 
town, and give to such as may be found qualified, in respect to moral 
character, literary attainments, and ability to govern and instruct children, 
a certificate signed by the chairman, which shall be valid for one year, or 
until annulled. 

| 6. To annul the certificates of such teachers as shall prove, on trial, 
unqualified, or who will not conform to the regulations adopted by the 
committee. 

7. To visit, by one or more of their number, every public school in 
town, at least twice during each term of schooling, once within two 
weeks after the opening, and again within two weeks preceding the 
close of the school, at which visits, they shall examine the register of the 
teacher, and other matters touching the school-house, library, studies, 
discipline, modes of teaching, and the improvement of the schools. 

8. ‘To suspend during pleasure, or expel during the current school 
year, all pupils found guilty, on full hearing, of incorrigibly bad conduct, 
and re-admit the same, on satisfactory evidence of amendment. 

“| 9. To prescribe, and cause to be put up in each school-house, or 
furnished to each teacher, a general system of rules and regulations, for 
the admission and attendance of pupils, the classification, studies, books, 
discipline and methods of instruction, in the public schools. 

| 10. To fill any vacancy in their own committee, or in the trustees of 
school districts, occasioned by death, resignation, or otherwise, by an ap- 
pointment, to continue till the next succeeding annual election, and no 
longer, at which time such vacancies shall be filled by the town or district 
respectively. 

“| 11. ‘To apportion, as early as practicable in each year, among the 
several school districts, in case the public schools are maintained through 
their organization, the money received from the State, one half equal- 
ly, and the other half aecording to the average daily attendance 
in the public schools of each district, during the year next pre- 
ceding, which money shall be designated as “ teachers’ money,” 
and shall be applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other 
purpose whatever; and further to apportion any other money, either 
raised by tax over the sum received from the State, or derived 
from the registry tax or funds, grants, or other sources of revenue 
appropriated to public schools, in such manner as the town may de- 
termine. 

12. To draw an order on the treasurer of the town in favor of such 
districts, and such districts only, as shall have made a return to them in 
matter and form required -by said committee, or by the Commissioner 0! 
Publie Schools, from which it shall appear, among other things, that for 
the year ending the 1st of May previous, one or more public schools had 
been kept for at least four months by a teacher properly qualified, and 1 
a school-house approved by the committee, and that the money designated 
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« teachers’ money,” received from the treasurer of the town for the year 
previous, had been applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other pur- 
se whatever. 

4 13. ‘To prepare and submit annually, First, a return to the Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools, on or before the Ist of July, in matter and form 
as shall be prescribed by him; and Second, a written or printed report to 
the town, at the annual town meeting when the school committee is 
chosen, setting forth the doings of the committee, and the condition and 
plans for the improvement of the public schools of their respective towns ; 
which report, unless printed, shall be read in open town meeting. 

Sec. VI. Whenever a town is not divided into school districts, or 

shall vote in a meeting duly warned for that purpose, to provide public 
schools of different grades without reference to such division, the school 
committee of said town shall perform all the duties devolved by this act on 
the trustees of school districts, and pay all necessary expenses of the 
system, by drafts on the treasurer of the town. 
“Sec. VII. Any town may establish and maintain a public school 
library for the use of the inhabitants generally of the town, and such library 
may be kept together at some convenient place, or be distributed into 
several parts, and transferred from time to time for the convenience of 
different districts or neighborhoods, under such rules and regulations as 
the town may adopt. 

Sec. VIII. The town clerk of every town shall keep a record of all 
votes and proceedings of the town relating to public schools, in a book 
provided for that purpose ; shall receive and keep all school reports and 
documents addressed to the town, and receive such communications as 
may be forwarded by the Commissioner of Public Schools, and dispose 
of the same in the manner directed by him. 

Sec. IX. The treasurer of each town respectively shall apply to the 
General Treasurer, and receive all monies to which the town may be en- 
titled under the apportionment and order of the Commissioner of Public 
Schools; shall keep a separate account of all monies thus received, or 
appropriated by the town; shall give notice to the school committee, 
within one week after the regular annual town meeting, of the amount of 
monies remaining in his hand, at the time, or subject to the order of said 
committee, specifying the sources from whence derived ; and shall pay 
out said money from time to time, to the orders of the school committee, 
signed by the chairman. 


III. Scuoot Districts. Section X—XIX. 


Sec. X. Every regularly constituted school district shall be num- 
bered, and its limits defined by the town, or the school committee of the 
town, which number and limits, and any alteration thereof, shall be en- 
tered on the records of the clerk of the town, and the records of the 
district, 

Sec. XI. When any two or more districts shall be consolidated into 
one, the new district shall own all the corporate property of the several 
districts ; and when a district shall be divided, or a portion set off to an- 
other district, the funds, property, or the income and proceeds thereof, be- 
longing to such district, shall be distributed or adjusted among the several 
parts, by the school committee of the town or towns to which such dis- 
trict belongs, in a just and equitable manner. 
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Sec. XIl. 4 1. Notice of the time, place, and object of holding the 
first meeting of any district, shall be given by the committee of the town 
to which such district belongs. 

“| 2. Every school district shall hold an annual meeting in the month 
of May in each year, for the choice of officers, and the transaction of any 
other business relating to schools in said district, and shall also hold a 
special meeting whenever the same shall be duly called. 

“| 3. The trustees may.call a special meeting whenever they shall 
think it necessary or proper, and shall call a special meeting on the writ- 
ten request of five residents in the district qualified to vote, which request 
shall state the object of calling the same. 

| 4. District meetings shall be held at the district school-house. If 
there be no school-house, the trustees shall determine the place of meet- 
ing. If there be no trustees, the committee of the town to which such 
district belongs, shall determine the place of meeting, which shall, in all 
cases, be within the limits of the district. 

“| 5. Notice of the time and place of every annual meeting, and of the 
time, place, and object of every special meeting of the district, shall be 
given at least five days inclusive, previous to holding the same. 

“| 6. The trustees, or if there be no trustees, then the committee of 
the town, shall give the notice of a district meeting, either by publishing 
the same in a newspaper printed in the district, or by putting the notice 
on the district school house, or on a sign-post within the district, or in 
some other mode previously designated by the district ; but if there be no 
such newspaper, school house, or sign-post, or other mode so designated, 
then the committee of the town to which such district belongs, shall de- 
termine how and where the notice shall be given. 

“| 7. Every person residing in the district may vote in district meetings, 
to the same extent, and with the same restrictions, as he may at the time 
be qualified to vote in town meeting. 


“| 8. Every district meeting may appoint a moderator, and adjourn from 
time to time. 


Sec. XIII. Every school district shall be a body corporate, and shall 
have power— 


| 1. To prosecute and defend in all actions relating to the property 
and affairs of the district. 

“| 2. To purchase, receive, hold and convey any real or personal pro- 
perty for school purposes. 

“| 3. To build, purchase, hire and repair school houses, and supply the 
same with black-boards, maps, furniture, and other necessary and useful 
appendages ; Provided, that the erection and repairs of the district school 
house shall be made according to plans and specifications approved by the 
school committee of the town, or the Commissioner of Public Schools. 

4. ‘To establish and maintain a school library. 

| 5. To employ one or more teachers. 

J 6. To raise money by tax on the rateable estates of the district, for 
school purposes ; and to fix a rate of tuition to be paid by the parents, 
employer or guardian of each child attending school, towards the expense 
of fuel, books, and other estimated expenses of the school, over and above 
the sum accruing to the district from the state and town appropriations ; 
Provided, that the rate of tuition, for any one term of three months, shall 
not exceed one dollar per scholar ; and provided further, that the amount 
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of such tax and the rate of tuition, shall be approved and authorized by 
the school committee of the town. 

4 7. To elect at the annual meeting, by ballot or otherwise, one per- 
son, resident in the district, to serve as trustee for the district, and to hold 
his office for three years; Provided, that the first election after the pas- 
sage of this act, three persons shall be thus elected, one of whom shall 
serve one, a second, two, and the third, three years, to be determined by 
jot among themselves; and provided further, that any new district may 
choose three trustees as above, at the first meeting called after its forma- 
tion, and the term of office of the one designated by lot to serve one 
year, shall expire at the next annual meeting of the school districts. 

8. ‘To appoint a clerk, collector and treasurer of the district, who shall 
exercise the same powers and duties in their respective districts, as the 
clerk, treasurer and collector of the town, in their respective towns. 

Sec. XIV. The trustees of every school district, when qualified to 
the faithful discharge of the duties of their office, are authorized, and it 
shall be their duty— 

{ 1. To have the custody of the school houses and other property of 
the district. 

4 2. To give notice of all meetings of the districts in the manner pro- 
vided. 

{ 3. To employ at their discretion, one or more qualified teachers, for 
every fifty scholars in average daily attendance, provide school rooms, 
and furnish the same with fuel, properly prepared. 

4 4. To visit the schools by one or more of their number, twice at least 
during each term of schooling. 

§ 5. To see that the scholars are properly supplied with books, and in 
case they are not, and the parents, guardians or masters, have been noti- 
fied thereof by the teacher, to provide the same at the expense of the 
district, and add the price thereof to the next school tax or rate bill of said 
parents. 

{ 6. To make out the tax and rate bills for tuition, against the persons 
liable to pay the same, as shall be voted by the district. 

7. To make such returns to the school committee in matter and form, 
as shall be prescribed by them, or the Commissioner of Public Schools, 
and perform all other lawful acts that may be required of them by the dis- 
triet, or which may be necessary to carry into full effect the powers and 
duties of schoool districts. 

Sec. XV. 4 1. Whenever a tax shall be voted by any district, the same 
shall be levied on the ratable estate in said district, according to the esti- 
mate and apportionment in the tax bill of the town to which such district 
belongs, last completed, or next to be completed, as said district may 
direct. 

‘| 2. Whenever any real estate situated within the district is so assessed 
and entered in the tax bill of the town, in common with other estate sit- 
uated out of said district, that there is no distinct or separate value upon 
it, the trustees of the district may call upon one or more of the assessors 
of the town, not residing in said district ; and it shall be the duty of said 
assessors on such application, to assess the value of said real estate so 
situated, and in making such assessment, to proceed as in making the 
tax bill of the town. 

Sec. XVI. If any school district shall neglect or refuse to establish a 
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school and employ a teacher for the same for nine months, the schoo! 
committee of the town may establish such school, and employ a teacher, 
as the trustees of the district might have done; and any school district 
may, with the consent of the school committee, devolve all the powers 
and duties relating to public schools in said district, on said committee. 

Sec. XVII. Any town, at any legal meeting, may vote to provide 
school-houses, furnish the same with fixtures and necessary and useful 
appendages, in all the districts, from time to time, at the common expense 
of the town. 

Sec. XVIII. %1. Any two or more adjoining primary school districts 
in the same or adjoining towns, may by a concurrent vote, agree to estab- 
lish a secondary or grammar school, for the older and more advanced chil- 
dren of such districts, under the management of a committee, composed 
of one member from each of said districts, to be appeinted annually for 
each district, by the school committee of the town, or tewns to which 
such districts belong respectively ; and said secondary school committee 
shall locate the school, provide school house, fuel and furniture, employ 
teachers, regulate the studies, the terms of gma the number of pu- 
pils to be admitted, the rate of tuition, and have the general control of 
the school ; Provided, that no teacher shall be employed in any secondary 
school, without exhibiting a certificate of qualification, signed by a school 
inspector for the county, or the Commissioner of Public Schools. 

“| 2. The school committee of the town or towns in which such sec- 
ondary school shall be established, shall draw an order in favor of the 
committee of said school, to be paid out of the public money appropria- 
ted to each district interested in said secondary school, in proportion tc 
the number of scholars from each. 

Sec. XIX. 41. Whenever it shall be found convenient to form a 
school district of two or more contiguous districts, or parts of two or more 
contiguous districts in adjoining towns, such towns respectively concur- 
ring therein, may form such district, and alter and discontinue the same. 

“| 2. The first meeting of any district composed of parts of two or 
more towns, shall be called by a notice signed by the school committees 
~ of the several towns to which such parts belong, and set up in one or 
more public places, in each town within the limits of the joint district; 
and said district may, from tro to time thereafter, prescribe the mode of 
calling and warning the meeiungs, in like manner as other school dis- 
tricts may do. 

J 3. Every district established by two or more towns, shall have all the 
powers, and perform all the duties allowed or prescribed in regard to 
school districts, and shall be subject to the supervision and general man- 
agement of the school committee of the town in which the school of the 
joint district may be kept, or the school-house, when erected, may stand. 

| 4. Whenever a joint district shall vote to build or repair a school- 
house by tax, the amount of such tax, and the plan and specification of 
such building or repairs shall be approved by the school committee of the 
towns out of which said district is formed. 


IV. Teacners. Section XX-I. 


Sec. XX. No person shall be employed to teach as principal or as- 
sistant, in any school supported in part, or entirely, by public’ money, un- 
less such person shall exhibit a certificate of qualification, signed either— 
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4 1. By the chairman of the school committee of any town, or the 
sub-committee appointed for this purpose, which shall be valid for one 
year from the date thereof, in any public school or district in said town, 
unless annulled ; or, 

4 2. By an inspector for the county, which shall be valid for two years 
from the date thereof, in every town and district of the county for which 
such inspector shall be appointed, which last certificate, when signed by 
the Commissioner of Public Schools, shall be valid in any public school 
of the State, for three years, unless the same is annulled. 

Provided, ‘That neither of the above authorities shall sign any certifi- 
cate of qualification, unless the person named in the same shall pro- 
duce evidence of good moral character, and be found on examination, or 
by experience, qualified to teach the English language, arithmetic, pen- 
manship, and the rudiments of geography and history, and to govern a 
school. ‘ 

Sec. XXI. Every teacher in any public school, shall keep a register 
of all the scholars attending said school, their ages, their parents or guar- 
dians, the date when each scholar entered and left said school, and their 
daily attendance, together with the day of the month on which said school 
was visited by any of the authorities named in this act, with the names 
of the visitors. ; 


MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 
Sec. XXIII. No child shall be excluded from any public school in 
the district to which such child belongs, if the town is divided into dis- 
tricts; and if not so divided, from the nearest public school, except by 


force of some general regulation, applicable to all children under the same 
circumstances ; and in no case, on account of the inability of the parent, 
guardian, or employer of the same, to pay his or her tax, rate, or assess- 
ment, for any school purpose whatever. 

Sec. XXIV. The school committee of any town, or the trustees of 
any school district, are authorized to make arrangements with the com- 
mittee of any adjacent town, or the trustees of any adjacent district, for 
the attendance of such children, as will be better accommodated in the 
public schools of such adjacent town or district, as the case may be, and 
to pay such a portion of the expense of said schools, as may have been 
agreed upon, or as may be just and proper. 

Sec. XXV. Any money appropriated to the use of public schools, 
which shall be applied by a town, school district, or any officer thereof, 
to any other purpose than that specified by the law, shall be forfeited to 
the state ; and any officer or person who shall fraudulently make a false 
certificate or order, by which any money appropriated to public schools 
shall be drawn from the treasury of the State, or the town, shall forfeit 
the sum of fifty dollars to the State ; and it shall be the duty of the Com- 
missioner of Public Schools to bring a suit to recover said forfeitures in 
behalf of the State. 

* Sec. XXVI. In the construction of this act, the word “town” shall 
include the city of Providence, so far only as to entitle the same to a dis- 
tributive share of the money appropriated to the support of public schools, 
on making the annual report required of the several school committees, 
in matter and form as prescribed by the Commissioner of Public Schools. 
Sec. XXVII. Any person conceiving himself aggrieved in conse- 
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quence of any decision made by any school district meeting, or by the 
trustees of any district, or the committee of any town, or by a county 
inspector, or concerning any other matter arising under this Act, may ap- 
peal to the Commissioner of Public Schools, wi:o is hereby authorized and 
required to examine and decide the same: and the decision of said Com- 
missioner, when approved by any Judge of the Supreme Conrt, shall be 
final and conclusive. 

Sec. XXVIII. All general acts and resolutions heretofore passed re- 
lating to public schools, and all acts authorizing particular towns and dis- 
tricts to build school houses, and perform other duties now provided for 
in the preceding sections, are hereby repealed. 

Provided, That all acts and resolutions relating to the public schools 
in the city of Providence, and the town of Newport, are hereby contin- 
ued in force. 

Provided further, That all rights vested in any person or persons by 
virtue of any of the acts hereby repealed, shall remain unimpaired and 
unaltered by this act; and that all matters commenced by virtue of any 
of the laws aforesaid, now depending or unfinished, may be prosecu 
ted and. pursued to final effect, in the same manner as they might have 
been, if this act had not been passed. 

Sec. XXIX. This act shall not take effect till after the next ses 
sion of the General Assembly, and in the mean time the existing law 
relative to public schools shall continue in force. 

Passed June Session, 1845. 


HENRY BOWEN, Sec. 
NARRAGANSETT INDIANS. 


Sec. XXII. The General Treasurer shall pay to the treasurer of the 
town of Charlestown, the sum of one hundred dollars annually, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of some suitable person or persons to be ap- 
pointed annually by the Governor, in support of a school for the use of 
the members of the Narragansett tribe of Indians, and for the purchase 
of books and other incidental expenses of said school; and an account 
of che expenditure of said money shall be rendered annually to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and a report of the condition of the school be transmit- 
ted to the Commissioner of Public Schools, on or before the first Mon- 
day of May; Provided, that in the apportionment of the public money, 
by the said Commissioner, and by the school committee of the town of 


Charlestown, the number of the Narragansett Indians in such town shall 
not be inciuded. 


AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE INDIGENT BLIND, AND THE 
INDIGENT DEAF MUTES, IN THIS STATE. 
{Passed January 25, 1845.] 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. The sum of fifteen hundred dollars is hereby annually appropriated for 
the education, at ‘‘the American Asylum at Hartford, for the instruction of the deaf 
and dumb,” of the indigent deaf mutes of this State; and for the education of the indi- 

ent blind of this State, at the institution for education of the blind located at South 
ton. 

Sec. 2. Said surn shall be paid out of the General Treasury to the orders of Byron 
Diman, of Bristol, who is hereby appointed commissioner for the distribution of said 
appropriation, with full authority to determine which of said persons in this state shal! 
be admitted to the benefit thereof, and the portion which such shall receive : Provided, 
that no one person shall receive any portion thereof for more than five years, nor 3 
greater sum in any one year than one hundred dollars. 
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1 3.—in certain cases prohibited, V. 1 1, proviso 
ANNUAL MEETING of school district, when held, XII. T 2.—notice of, eo given, XII. 1 2. 
ANNUAL REPORT, of Commissioner, III. {1 10.—school committee, V. 1 13. 
ANNUAL RETURN. of school committee, V. 7 33. 
ANNUL certificates, by whom done, V. 1 6. 
APPORTIONMENT of schoo! money by Commissioner, ITI.  1.—by school committee. V ‘ 11. 
APPEAL TO COMMISSIONER, in all cases provided for, XX VI. 
APPEN DAGES to school houses, to be provided by district, XILI. T 3. 
APPROPRIATIONS FROM GENERAL TREASURER, amount of, Il.—how, whew and by 
pte — III, f 1.—by whom, and in whose favor drawn, HL 9 —by whom 


ARIT meric, XX. proviso. 

ASSESSORS, duty of when called on by trustees of districts, XV. 1 2. 

ASSISTANT TEACHERS, must be examined, XX. 

ATTENDANCE, register of to be kept by teachers, XXI—average daily, half of state school 
money to be apportioned eaptdien to, V. TM. 

BILL. See rate bill—tuition. 

BLACKBOARDS, districts may furnish by tax, XIII. 7 3. 

BOOKS used in schools—subject to regulutions of school committee, V. T 9.--Commissioner 
may recommend, III. 1! 6.—may have uniformity, do.—to be provided by trustees, when 

—_ neglect or refuse to furnish them, XIV. 1 5. 

BOOKS for schoo! returns, to be prepared nd Commissioner, LI. ¥ 3. 

CHAIRMAN of school committee, V. 1 | 

CHARLESTOWN, Indians in. See Narragansett Indians. 

CERTIFICATE of qualification to teach, to whom given, XX. previso.—by whom, XX. 1, 
2. HL. 1 9.—by whom annulled, V. { 6.—to run one year when given by school com- 
mittee.—do. two years, by county inspector.—three years by Commissioner. 

CLERK of digtrict, XII, &.—of school committee, V. 1 I 

cOLLECIOR of school district, how appointed, Xi. 7 &—to p d like collector of town 
taxes, X11. 78 

COMMITTEE of town. See school committee. 

COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS, office created, 1.—appointed by Governor, 1.— 
term of service, l.—compensation, I —duti«s of, IL. ¥ 1-10. Vi. 

CORRES OES on which public money can be enjoyed by towns, Ill. | 2—by school districts, 


CONSOLIDATION of school districts, XI. 

CONTIGUOUS school districts, in adjoining towns, XIX. 7 1. 

CONTROVERSIES, on any matter relating to schools, UI. 1 4. XX VI. 

CUSTODY of school bouse, XIV. 7 1. 

CORPORATE POWERS, given to — districts, XIII. 

COUNTY INSPc.CTORS, see Inspector 

DECISIONS of Commissioner, final in all cases referred to him by parties eprectes, Wg 4 
—in all cases when approved by a Judge of the Supreme Court, X X 

DISCIPLINE of Schools, subject to regulations of school committee, V. ‘| ie 

DISTRICT. See school district. 

ean of Commissioner of public school, [1].—Towns, IV-IX.—-School committee of towns, 

V.—District, X-X X.—Trustees of district, XH.—Teachers, XX1. 

DISPUTES arising under this Act, III. 1 4 

DIVISIONS of districts, corporate property, how divided, XI. 

ELECTION of school committee by town, IV. 1 4—of chairman and clerk by school com- 
mittee, V. 1 1.—of sub-committee to examine teachers, V. ‘| 5.—of trustees by school 
districts, XL. 1 7.—of clerk, collector and treasurer, XIII. 1 8. 

EXAMINATION of candidates to ‘teach by county inspector, LIT. {1 8.—by school committee, 
V. 15.—by sub-committee, V. 11 5. 

EXCLUSION from schoo! cannot be made on account of Mae of parents, XXII. 

EXPULSION of pupils from school, by school committee, V 

an properly prepared, to be su pplied by trustees, XIV. 1 
Pry scholars, average daily attendance of, enough for one Secbet XIV. 7 3. 

FIRST MEETING, of school districts, XII. 1, 

FURNITURE of school room, XIIL 1 3. 

FORFEITURE, of school money, XXIV. 

pees a ay &e., to be furnished by commissioner, III. 1 3.—distributed by town clerk, 

1.—t 

GENERAL TREASURER, du ties of, HI. 

GEOGRAPHY, XX. prov 

GRADATION of quips as ed for, 1V. T 2. 

GRAMMAR OR SECONDARY SCHOOLS may be established, XVUL 1,9. 

HIRE, school gaol — may, XI. 7 3. 

HISTORY, XX. p 

INSPECTION oF SCHOOLS. See supervision, visitation, 

INSP} CTOKS, county, a pepeinned sd Commissioner, Il. 1 8.—duties of, IIL. T 8. 

INSTITUTE TEACHERS, UL. 1 

JOINT DISTRICTS ae SS be formed from adjoining districts in two or more towns, XIX.— 
powers of, when formed 

LENGTH of disses school, Vt 

LIBRARY, public school, for ban Vil.—for distric am, 74 

LIMITS of” v5 districts, to be — and recorded, 

LOUCATION of school houses, V. 4 

MAPS for schools may be furnished by districts, XHL. 7 3. 

MEETINGs of school committee, V. 1 2.—of school districts, annual, XI. | 2—special, de. 
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MISCONDUCT of pupils when incorrigible, V. 7 6. 

METHODS or modes of teaching, to be inquired into by school committee, V. 7 7. 

MONEY, when forfeited to stare, XXIV. 

NOK MAL SCHOOL duty of Commissioner to establish, IIl. 7 7. 

NUMBER of pupils for one teacher, XIV. 1 3. 

NOTICE of district meetings, XI. 

NARRAGANSETT INDIANS, school for, X XII. 

OATH or affirmation, all facts in cases submitted to commissioners to be verified by, III. 7 4.— 
tobe taken by school committee, V.—by trustees of districts, XI1V.—may be administered 
by chairman or clerk of school commitiee, V.-1 1. ° 

ORDERS on generz! treasurer, Ll. | 2—on town treasurer, made and signed by chairman of 
school committee, IX. 

PEN MANFHIP, every teacher must be able to teach, XX. proviso. 

PRESIDENT or chairman of school committee, duties of, Vn 1.—pro. tem. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL DI8TRICTS. See school districts. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS, open to all children, X XII. 

PURCHA: E, real or personal property, power to give to districts, XIII. 1 2. 

QUALIFICATIONS, of teachers, XX. proviso.—certificate of, required, XX.—of voters in 
school district meeting, XIL. T 7. 

QUARTERLY MEETINGS of school committee, V. 1 2. 

RATE BILL, for tuition may be established by district, XIII. 1 6.--amount of, limited, XIII 
7 6, proviso.—to be made out by trustees, XIV. 1 6. 

REAL ESTATE. when not distinctly valued in tax bill of town, how to be assessed, XV. 7 2. 

RECORD, of decisions, &c , to be kept by Commissioner, I{I. 1 10.—of towns relating to public 
schoots, VIIL—of alterations of school districts, X. 

REGISTER of school to be kept by teachers, X XI. 

REGISTRY tax, how apportioned, V. 1 11 

sarees Tne respecting bouks, studies, attendance, &c., to be made by school committee 

-4@ 


RENT or hire. See hire. 

REPAIRS of —— — to be made after plans approved by school committee or Commis. 
sioner, . 4.3, 

REPEAL of all former acts totake place after October session, 1°45. XXVIII. ¢ 

REPORT of Commissiorer, UL. 7 13.—of school committee, V. 13. 

REPORTS, form and a for making, to be prepared, and forwarded to town clerks, by 
Commissioner, TLL. 1 3. ‘ 

RESTORATION of pupils suspended or expelled, V. 1 8. 

RESIDENTS OF 8U L DISTRICTS, how far they vote, XII. 17. 

RETURNS ee to be made by school committee, V. 1 13.—by trustees of districts, 

1 


RULE: respecting books, &c see Regulations. 

SCHOOL HOUSE, may be provi by town, XVII. —by districts, XIII. 1 3.—plan of, to be 
SS with maps, furniture, do.—located by school commit. 
tee, V. ‘I 4.—duty of trustees respecting, X1V. ‘f 1, 3.—how provided for joint district, 
XIX. 1 4 —for secondary schools, XVIIL. 7 1, 6, 7. 

SCHOOL ay teeny commissioners may assist in establishing and selecting books for III. ° 
6 se raries. 

SECONDARY sc:wol, defined, X VIL. 1 1.—how established, do.—how supported, do. 7 2. 

SITE for school house, V. T 4. 

STATE CERTIFICATE of qual'fications, may be given y Commissioner, IIT. 1 9. 

STU DIES in school, subject to regulation of school committee, V. ‘ 9. 

SUB-COMMITTEE of examination, V. 1 5. 

BUPERVISION of schools. See Visitation. 

SUSPEND or expel pupils from school, by whom done, V. 78. 

SCHOOL BOOKS. See Books. 

SCHOOL COMM TTEE, appointed by towns, IV. 1 4.—number of, IV. 1 4.—duties of, V. 
7 1-12, when town is not die ricted, VI. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS, how created and altered, IV. 1 1.—powers of, X-XIX. 

SPECIFICATIONS for the building and mere of school houses, must be approved, XIII 1 3. 

SPECIAL MEETING of school districts, XII. 1 3. 

SUITS for school money falsely drawn or illegally applied, to be brought by Commissioners, 


XXIV. 

SUPREME COURT, Judge of, when to be called on, XXVI. 

TAX, towns empowered to raise money by, for sehool purposes, IV. T 3.—must raise a sum 
equal to oue third received from state, 1V. 1 3 proviso.—school districts empowered to 
raise money by, XUL. 1 6.—to be levied according to tax list of the town, XV. T 1.—town 
or district to be laid and executed like any town tax, [V. 1 3. XUIL. 1 8, 

TAX AND RATE BILLS to be made out by trustees of districts. XIV. 1 6. 

TEACHERS, qualification of, XXX. provise.—certificate of, by whom given, XXf. 11, 2.— 
by whom annulled, do.— must keep register, XXI. 

TRACHERS’ MONEY, what designated, V. 1 11,—how apportioned, V. 7 12. 

TOWN CLERK, duties of, reepecting public schools, VIII. 

TOWN echool libraries, VIT. 

TOWN TREASURER, do. IX. 

TREASURER, general or state, do, TI, 

TRUSTEES of school districts, how chosen, X11. 1 7.—duties of, XIV. 

TUITION, rate of, may be fixed by districts, XILL. 1 6.—subject to approval of school commit 


ter, do, so. 

UNIFORMITY of school books in same town, commissioners may secure, IIT. 7 6. 

VAU ANCHE -, in school committee, in trustee of districts, to be filled by school committee V. ¥ 10. 

VILLAGE, jaf cn ng ga a districts, cannot be subdivided, except with the approbation of 
Com. nissioner, (11, . 

VISITATION of schools by Commissioner, II. 1 5.—school committee, V.7.—county inspector] 
Ill. 7 8.—trustees of school districts, XIV. 1 4, 

VOTERS, who may be in district meetings, XIL 1 7. 





